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“[T]he pace of change is accelerating as medical science
transforms the diseases and disorders of the past into
tomorrow’s triumphant headlines. The people drawn to the
challenges of this discipline understand that change is a
powerful force leading to growth, innovation, and continu-
ous renewal. Indeed, the ability to change is often the factor
that distinguishes successful organizations from those that
lose their relevance. The mandates of change keep the ACC
focused on the future.”
—From American College of Cardiology:
A Visual History, 1949 –1999
In 1949, when the American College of Cardiology (ACC)
was established, its founders knew that the burgeoning
specialty of cardiology was at a crucial point in its develop-
ment. But, certainly, our early leaders could not have
foreseen the full extent of the growth that would be realized
in the coming half-century. Indeed, in the mid-1900s, the
technological and procedural advances that made possible
the treatments we use routinely today might have been
beyond even their wildest imaginings. Nonetheless, these
individuals had a vision of the future of cardiovascular
medicine, and they had the foresight to know that then, as
now 50 years later, we needed an organization to guide us
and our work in patient care into the future.
An occasion such as our 50th anniversary grants us special
license to look back on our origins, to honor those who did
the early and challenging work of putting us on the
historical map, and to learn again with the advantage of
hindsight from lessons of the past. We can look critically at
how we have responded to changes in our environment and
circumstances as well as how we have changed as an
organization. And, perhaps most important, we can use this
occasion to formulate plans for our future and to make
certain that we are responding appropriately to the man-
dates of change.
The sentences quoted above are extracted from the book
commemorating the 50th anniversary of the ACC. When
the College was founded in 1949, there was considerable
controversy about the need for it and about its mission and
purpose in relation to its sister organization, the American
Heart Association. It quickly became apparent that then, in
what became known as the “golden age of cardiology,” there
was in fact a tremendous need for a medical society of, by,
and for cardiovascular specialists. In those very early days of
the College, the focus was strictly on education, as evi-
denced by the meetings where scientific papers were pre-
sented to be “immediately useful to every physician in
attendance.” But, even then, ACC founders were focused on
the future. Change was in the air, and they were determined
to keep their College at the forefront of it.
Over the course of the next five decades, the College’s
founders and all of us who have joined the ranks of Fellows
of the College have done our part as the College’s role and
mission have expanded in numerous ways. The College has
a history of embracing change and of greeting it with
innovation—from the early 1950s, when 275 physicians
attended the first meeting of the membership, when Trans-
actions of the American College of Cardiology was the College’s
monthly bulletin to its members, and when the idea of
“preceptor workshops” (an early version of today’s extramu-
ral programs) was born, to today, when our membership
numbers more than 24,000, the Journal of the American
College of Cardiology is the most widely read cardiovascular
journal, and our Annual Scientific Session registers approx-
imately 30,000 people each year.
As I see it, the reason that the American College of
Cardiology has not just survived but rather flourished and
become the world’s leading cardiovascular educational insti-
tution is not just that its mission has broadened to accept
and welcome changing times and circumstances but also
that its goal has remained constant. Fifty years ago, today,
and, I believe, 50 years from now, the overriding goal of the
College will be to promote and advance cardiovascular medi-
cine. All of our activities, then, now, and in the future, as they
are spelled out in our evolving mission statement and as they
are prioritized and translated into initiatives in our succession
of ACC Strategic Plans, are inextricably linked to this goal.
As the College and its mission have grown and evolved,
we have taken on added responsibilities of advocating for
the profession, formulating health policy for the field,
developing standards and guidelines for practice, and pro-
moting research for the advancement of science. Changing
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economic and regulatory forces demand that the College
promote and defend the profession for the benefit of our
patients. Our initial focus, still a top priority, also has expanded
to remain relevant to our needs; our educational programs and
products now reach us in a multitude of ways, from Learning
Center and extramural programs to CD-ROM products to
Internet-based learning and interaction. But, through all of the
innovations of the past 50 years, one thing has remained
exactly the same: The American College of Cardiology is fully
committed to advancing the field of cardiovascular medicine
and therefore optimizing the care of our patients.
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